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SUBJECT: GREECE/EC: GREEK REACTION TO ERENCH HINT OF 
DELAY IN NEGOTIATIONS 

1 . FOLLOWING A MARCH 10 REPORT IN "LE MONDE" ON AN ALLEGED 
"NEW FRENCH DOCTRINE" WHICH IS CAUTIOUS ON THE TIMING OE 
ENLARGEMENT OF THE EC, COORDINATION MINISTER PAPLIGOURAS ISSUED 
A STRONG STATEMENT IN WHICH HE CLAIMED THAT "THE CASE OF GREECE 
IS ENTIRELY DIFFERENT ... EROM THE CASES OE OTHER EUROPEAN 
COUNTRIES WHICH WILL SUBMIT AN APPLICATION TO JOIN THE 
COMMUNITY IN THE FUTURE". 

2. ACCORDING TO THE "LE MONDE" REPORT, THE NEW FRENCH "DOCTRINE" 

WAS RAISED INFORMALLY BY FOREIGN MINISTER DE GUIRINGAUD WITH HIS 
EC COLLEAGUES AT THE MARCH 8 EC COUNCIL MEETING IN BRUSSELS. 

IT ESSENTIALLY CALLS FOR TREATING THE THREE NEW CANDIDATES 
"IN THE SAME SPIRIT AND WITH IDENTICAL METHODS." THE "LE MONDE" 
REPORT FURTHER STATES THAT GREECE HAS PROFITED FROM "THE HASTY, 
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EVEN RASH, REACTIONS OF THE COMMUNITY - PARTICULARLY FRANCE" BY 
OPENING NEGOTIATIONS, BUT THE NEW FRENCH POLICY IMPLIES THAT THIS 
SHOULD NOT NECESSARILY MEAN THAT GREECE WILL ENTER EARLIER 
THAN SPAIN AND PORTUGAL. INSTEAD OF FIXING SPECIFIC DATES FOR FULL 
MEMBERSHIP, THE FRENCH VIEW IS NOW THAT APPLICANT COUNTRIES SHOULD 
ONLY BE ADMITTED WHEN "CERTAIN OBJECTIVE CRITERIA, DEFINED BY THE 
COMMUNITY, ARE ACHIEVED" - IN OTHER WORDS, WHEN THEY WILL 
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HAVE ARRIVED AT THE LEVEL OE DEVELOPMENT REQUIRED FOR THEM TO 
BE ABLE TO IMPLEMENT EC REGULATIONS. "LE MONDE" OPINES THAT THIS 
MODIEICATION IN ERENCH POLICY WILL BE EELT BY ATHENS AS A 
"COLD SHOWER". 

3. GREEK REACTION HAS THUS EAR BEEN REASONABLY CALM. PAPALIGOURAS' 
STATEMENT NOTED THE "POLITICAL WILL"POR MEMBERSHIP ALREADY 
EXPRESSED BY GREECE AND THE COMMUNITY, AND STRESSED THAT THE EACT 
THAT NEGOTIATIONS ARE ALREADY UNDERWAY AND HAVE REACHED A 
SUBSTANTIVE STAGE MEANS THAT "THE CASE OE GREECE CANNOT BE 
CONEUSED WITH PROCEDURES FOLLOWED EOR ANY OTHER COUNTRY." 
PAPALIGOURAS ADVISED THE GREEK PEOPLE NOT TO WORRY EVERY TIME AN 
ARTICLE APPEARS IN THE WORLD PRESS, AND REMINDED THEM THAT THE 
GOG KNEW THAT NEGOTIATIONS WOULD BE DIEFICULT, BUT WAS CONFIDENT 
THAT THE DIEEICULTIES WOULD BE OVERCOME. 

4. THERE WAS SOME REACTIONS IN THE GREEK PRESS, PRO-GOVERNMENT 
PAPERS EXPRESSING BOTH OPTIMISM AND BITTERNESS, WHILE OPPOSITION 
PAPERS POINTED TO GOG CONCERNS. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, 

PASOL CHAIRMAN ANDREAS PAPANDREOU, DURING A MEETING WITH PRIME 
MINISTER CARAMANLIS, NOTED THAT THE REPORTED ERENCH POSITION 
WOULD CREATE PROBLEMS FOR GREECE, BUT THE PRIME MINISTER DID 
NOT SHARE PAPANDREOU'S CONCERN. 

MILLS 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ECONOMIC COOPERATION, MEMBERSHIP, PRESS COMMENTS, NEGOTIATIONS, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS, REGIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 11 -Mar-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977ATHENS02361 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770099-0471 

Format: TEL 
From: ATHENS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770366/aaaacgfd.tel 

Line Count: 86 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: e09c24b9-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29-Sep-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3128617 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GREECE/EC: GREEK REACTION TO FRENCH HINT OF DELAY IN NEGOTIATIONS 
TAGS: EALR, ECIN, EC, GR, FR, EEC 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/e09c24b9-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



